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PREFACE

The first incarnation of the Lcan skya Qutuytu came to Peking along with
Sum pa mkhan po. He attracted the Emperor’s attention and was awarded the
highest lama office of the Great Jasak Lama in Peking, along with a golden seal
and the title of ‘entirely virtuous, vastly compassionate, great teacher of the
State, ene whose head is anointed’. The great Living Buddha was vested with
the spiritunal sway over the Chahar Mongols. The second incarnation of his
illustrious line, was Rol pahi rdo rje (1717-1786) who was fortunate to come to
Peking at the tender age of seven. A miracle child, he became the playmate,
co-student and intimate friend of the future Emperor Ch¢ien-lung. At the age
of seventeen, he went on a diplomatic mission to Mgar thar which brought fresher
glory to him. His vast scholarship, immense vision, and close personal relations
with the Emperor hore rich fruit in the spiritual and literary world of the
Mongols. He became instrumental in the revision and publication of the Mongo-
lian Tanjur, to this day the greatest literary project of the Mongols, the pearl of
their faith and learning.

As a prince, Emperor Ch‘ien-lung had studied Sanskrit alongwith Lcan
skya Qutuytu Rol pahi rdo rje. Later too, the Emperor maintained deep interest
in San-krit philological studies, besides a study of Buddhism in his spare hours,
as he himself says: ‘In the leisure hours of my duties I have studied by myself the
entire religion of Buddha’. The Emperor felt it imperative that the dharani-
mantras should be available in correct transcription and pronunciation in all the
four scripts of the realm. A dharapi-mantra lost its efficacy if it was not
correctly pronounced, The precise phonetic values alone lent it power.
Moreover, his predecessor Emperor Shih-tsung had assembled a number of scho-
lars who were busy correcting the dharanis over the years. We are further in-
formed by him that by imperial command several redactors were commissioned to
effect the entire work of abstracting, compiling and correcting the dharani under
the guidance of the Imperial Preceptor Lean skya Qutuytw. The work was
started in the 13th year of his reign, corresponding to 1749 A.D.2 Its compila-

1 Foreword of 1758 to Bundle I Fascicule 1.

* The Chinese parts are so dated (Walther Heissig, Die Pekinger Lamaistischen Block-
drucke in mongolischer Sprache, p.137 n.3).

(vii)



(viii)
tion was completed by 1759 A.D., as it is clearly stated in the imperial preface
which is reproduced in every volume and bears the date: 4th of the middle

summer month of the regnal year (=1759 A.D.). Its printing took a long time,
and it was completed as late as 1773 Ch¢ien-lung era 38).

This encyclopaedic quadrilingual collection of Sanskrit dhérani-mantras is
titled in four languages in an intentional sequence of: Manchu the language of
the Emperor, Chinese the language of the Empire, Mongol the language of the
Imperial Preceptor and editor of the work, and Tibetan the language of dharma
(chos skad):

Manchu: han-i araha manju nikan monggo tanggit hergen-i kamciha amba

g anjur nomun-i uheri tarni*

Chinese: yii chih man han meng-ku hsi fan ho pi ta tsang ch’ilan chou?

Mongol: qayan-u bitigsen manju kitad mongyol tobed kelen qabsuraysan biigiili
ganjur-un tarni

Tibetan: rgval pos mdzad pahi maiidzu rgva hor bod yig bzhi yi skad san sbyar
bahi bkah hgyur gvi snags tshan bar bkod pa.

All the titles point out that it is an “imperially written” work. The entire

collection is divided into eight bundles (Chin. t‘ao, Tib. dum bu), each of which

is further sub-divided into ten fasciculi (Chin. chiian, Tib. bam po). Besides,

there are eight fasciculi of the index corresponding to the eight bundles. They

are supplemented by six fasciculi of phonetic cum orthographic studies entitled

Tung wén yiin t'ung, and an alikali or the Sanskrit alphabet in Tibetan,

Manchu, Mongolian and Chinese with a discussion of the method of reciting
dhérani-mantrasé.

It is to be noted that the Sanskrit dharani-mantras are in transcription and
they are not translations from Sanskrit into the four languages. The collection
comprises 10,402 dharani-mantras and covers 451 siitras.®! It commences with a
dharapi from the Sutasahasrika Prajfidparamita.

The number of fasciculi as 80 is significant. It explains the time lag of about
twelve years between the completion of the work in 1759 and its publication in

3 Transcribed after Nicholas Poppe, Leon Hurvitz, and Hidehiro Okada, Catalogue
of the Manchu-Mongol Section of the Toyo Bunko, p. 52 nos. 61, 62.

4 Heissig, o.c., p. 137 n.1 says that the quadrilingual collection is in 16 t‘ao and 85
Faltbicher. Nicholas Poppe et. al., o.c., give 19 fasciculi in no. 61 and 7 fasc. in no. 62—
the description is incomplete and does not help us to specify the relation of nos. 61 and 62.

8 Heissig, o.c., p. 137,



(ix)

1773. The decision to publish the stupendous 80 fasciculi must have been taken
by Emperor Ch¢ien-lung to commemorate the 80th birthday of his pious mother,
Empress Dowager Hsizo-shéng. This is supported by the Emperor’s preface to
the phonetic cum orthographic studies appended to the collection that on the 80th
birthday (in 1771 A. D.) of his mother many religious scriptures were copied.
This preface is dated in his regnal year 36 corresponding to 1771 A. D. It is
understandable that the rejoicings on Mother’s birthday provided an opportune
occasion for the publication of 80 fasciculi which entailed a tremendous effort and
vast expenditure. The Emperor showered his Mother with pious gifts on her
00th, 70th and 80th birthdays: so we are informed by Hsii Sung in his Tung-ch‘ao
ch‘ung-yang lu wherein he lists the gifts received by her.® Tbis work deserves
to be translated as it would shed valuable light on literature and art of the Manchu
period, and provide chronological landmarks for Mongolian, Manchurian and
Tibetan studies. The importance of having a list of the presents received by the
Empress Dowager can hardly be overrated, as vast sets of Buddhist statues were
sculptured and cast for her birthdays and they are the richest known sources of
Buddhist iconography. In chapter 18 of the Kuo ch‘ao kung shih it is stated
that on her sixtieth birthday she received a set of nine Buddhas and a complete
set of Amitayur Buddhas (18.2ab, 10ab)... «“Ten years later, on her seventieth
birthday, she was presented with more Buddhas: nine sets of Amitayur Buddhas
totalling 900 statues, nine sets of the same totalling 9000 statues, nine Buldhas,
nine Amitayur Buddhas, nine Buddhas, nine Amitayur Buddhas, nine Bodhisattvas,
nine fo-mu, eighteen lo-han, and nine Buddhas.”? (18.12b-15a). Unfortunately
it does not list the presents she received on her eightieth birthday. In this
connection we have to remember that eminent personages were always presented
with triple presents reflecting the three planes of sku ‘body’ or kaya, gsuinis <word’
or vak, and thugs ‘spirit’ or citta. The sacred objects are called rten gsum that is
sku gsuns thugs rten or “supports of the physical, verbal and spiritual plane...
The images, statues or paintings, are the sku, the body, of that essence... A book
is the gsuns rten, the voice, the word, the verbal revelation; the mc’od rten
corresponds to the fugs, to the spiritual plane.”® We may venture to think of
the Pantheons of 300 and 360 deities and teachers to have been drawn on
her 60th and 70th birthdays. According to the Mongolian chronicle Altan erike

¢ Arthur W. Hummel, Eminent Chinese of the Ch‘ing period, vol. 1 p. 322.
? Walter Eugene Clark, Two Lamaistic Pantheons, Vol. I pp. xii, xiii.
® G. Tucci, Tibetan Painted Scrolls, p. 315.



(x)

and the Imperial epilogue to volume 226 of the Mongolian Tanjur, the translation
of the Tanjur into Mongolian commenced in the lunar month of December-January
1741-1742° It corresponds to the fiftieth birthday of the Empress Mother
according to the lunar calendar. Thus myriads of images or paintings were done,
thousands of books edited and xylographed and caityas were erected in celebration
of the Empress Mother's birthday jubilees. The collection of dharapi-mantras
reproduced here points to a fascinating investigation into the role of the Emperor’s
Mother, during the long reign of her great son Chéien-lung, in the efflorescence
of the cultural trinity of art, literature, and architecture, emanating the three
planes of kaya, vak and citta.

Lokesh Chandra

* W. Heissig, 0.c., p. 85.
% According to lunar reckoning her hirthdays are as follows:
60th birthday 11 January 1752
70th birthday 20 December 1761
80th birthdav 30 December 1771 (Hummel, o.c., p. 322).
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